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1
FAULT-TOLERANT SELF-INDICATING
SURGE PROTECTION SYSTEM FOR
AIRCRAFT

FIELD

Embodiments of the present disclosure relate generally to
electrical energy surge protection. More particularly,
embodiments of the present disclosure relate to electrical
energy surge protection systems.

BACKGROUND

Energy levels produced from lightning, electromagnetic
pulses, and electromagnetic discharge play havoc on airplane
electrical power, controlling, and indication systems. Light-
ning effects can penetrate electrical systems on aircraft due to
any external connections such as hydraulic tubes, air-data
sensors, antennas and electrical cables from engines to the
internal electrical wiring bay.

SUMMARY

A fault-tolerant self-indicating surge protector system and
methods are presented. A surge protection module couples to
apower line and a surge grounding line, and comprises a first
varistor module and a second varistor module. The first varis-
tor module couples to the power line and a middle node, and
comprises a first varistor. The first varistor provides a high
impedance between the power line and the middle node if a
first varistor voltage from the power line to the middle node is
below a first voltage threshold. The first varistor absorbs a
surge current from the power line if the first varistor voltage is
above the first voltage threshold. The second varistor module
couple to the middle node and the surge grounding line, and
comprises a second varistor. The second varistor provides a
high impedance between the middle node and the surge
grounding line if a second varistor voltage from the middle
node to the surge grounding line is below a first voltage
threshold. The second varistor absorbs a surge current from
the power line if the second varistor voltage is above the
second voltage threshold. A fault detection circuit indicates a
fault in the at least one surge protection module based on a tap
voltage on the middle node.

In this manner, embodiments of the disclosure provide a
fault-tolerant self-indicating surge protector system that pro-
tects against surges and indicates internal faults such as blown
varistors.

In an embodiment, a fault-tolerant self-indicating surge
protector system comprises a surge protection module and a
fault detection circuit. The surge protection module couples
to a power line and a surge grounding line, and comprises a
first varistor module and a second varistor module. The first
varistor module couples to the power line and a middle node,
and comprises a first varistor. The first varistor provides a high
impedance between the power line and the middle node if a
first varistor voltage from the power line to the middle node is
below a first voltage threshold. The first varistor absorbs a
surge current from the power line if the first varistor voltage is
above the first voltage threshold. The second varistor module
couple to the middle node and the surge grounding line, and
comprises a second varistor. The second varistor provides a
high impedance between the middle node and the surge
grounding line if a second varistor voltage from the middle
node to the surge grounding line is below a first voltage
threshold. The second varistor absorbs a surge current from
the power line if the second varistor voltage is above the
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second voltage threshold. The fault detection circuit indicates
a fault in the at least one surge protection module based on a
tap voltage on the middle node.

In another embodiment, a method for configuring a fault-
tolerant self-indicating surge protection system configures a
first varistor to provide a high impedance between a power
line and a middle node if a first varistor voltage from the
power line to the middle node is below a first voltage thresh-
old. The method further configures the first varistor to absorb
a surge current from the power line if the first varistor voltage
is above the first voltage threshold. The method further con-
figures a second varistor to provide a high impedance
between the middle node and a surge grounding line if a
second varistor voltage from the middle node to the surge
grounding line is below a second voltage threshold. The
method further configures the second varistor to absorb a
surge current from the power line if the second varistor volt-
age is above the second voltage threshold. The method further
configures a first varistor module comprising the first varistor
to couple to the power line and a middle node. The method
further configures a second varistor module comprising the
second varistor to couple to the middle node and the surge
grounding line. The method further configures at least one
surge protection module comprising the first varistor module
and the second varistor module to couple to the power line and
the surge grounding line. The method further configures a
fault detection circuit to indicate a fault in the at least one
surge protection module based on a tap voltage on the middle
node.

In a further embodiment, a method for fault-tolerant self-
indicating surge protection induced by lightning directs an
unwanted surge of electrical energy induced by a lightning
strike away from a sensitive electrical or electronic compo-
nent. The method further directs the unwanted surge of elec-
trical energy through a plurality of series connected pairs of
metal oxide varistors. The method further extracts a voltage
signal from a center tap point between the series connected
pairs of the metal oxide varistors. The method further moni-
tors the voltage signal for a health of the metal oxide varistors.
The method further provides a high impedance in a metal
oxide varistor among the metal oxide varistors for a low
voltage across the metal oxide varistor. The method further
provides a low impedance in the metal oxide varistor and
diverts the unwanted surge of electrical energy through the
metal oxide varistor in response to a high voltage across the
metal oxide varistor.

This summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the detailed description. This summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
jectmatter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid in determin-
ing the scope of the claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of embodiments of the
present disclosure may be derived by referring to the detailed
description and claims when considered in conjunction with
the following figures, wherein like reference numbers refer to
similar elements throughout the figures. The figures are pro-
vided to facilitate understanding of the disclosure without
limiting the breadth, scope, scale, or applicability of the dis-
closure. The drawings are not necessarily made to scale.

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a flow diagram of an exemplary
aircraft production and service methodology.

FIG. 2 is an illustration of an exemplary block diagram of
an aircraft.
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FIGS. 3 and 4 are illustrations of scenarios showing how a
lightning strike may effect electrical systems on an aircraft.

FIG. 5 is an illustration of a functional block diagram of a
surge protection system according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

FIG. 6 is an illustration a radial disc varistor that can be
used in the system of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is an illustration of electrical circuits of a plurality of
varistors according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 8 is an illustration of an exemplary flowchart showing
aprocess for configuring a fault-tolerant self-indicating surge
protection system according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

FIG. 9 is an illustration of an exemplary flowchart showing
a process for operating a fault-tolerant self-indicating surge
protection system according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is exemplary in nature
and is not intended to limit the disclosure or the application
and uses of the embodiments of the disclosure. Descriptions
of'specific devices, techniques, and applications are provided
only as examples. Modifications to the examples described
herein will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art, and the general principles defined herein may be applied
to other examples and applications without departing from
the spirit and scope of the disclosure. The present disclosure
should be accorded scope consistent with the claims, and not
limited to the examples described and shown herein.

Embodiments of the disclosure may be described herein in
terms of functional and/or logical block components and
various processing steps. It should be appreciated that such
block components may be realized by any number of hard-
ware, software, and/or firmware components configured to
perform the specified functions. For the sake of brevity, con-
ventional techniques and components related to heat transfer,
thermal actuation, and other functional aspects of systems
described herein (and the individual operating components of
the systems) may not be described in detail herein. In addi-
tion, those skilled in the art will appreciate that embodiments
of'the present disclosure may be practiced in conjunction with
avariety of hardware and software, and that the embodiments
described herein are merely example embodiments of the
disclosure.

Embodiments of the disclosure are described herein in the
context of a non-limiting application, namely, electric power
surge protection for a vehicle. Embodiments of the disclo-
sure, however, are not limited to such vehicle electric power
surge protection applications, and the techniques described
herein may also be utilized in other applications. For example
but without limitation, embodiments may be applicable to
scientific systems, weapon systems, or other application. The
vehicle may comprise, for example but without limitation,
manned and unmanned vehicle, spacecraft, launch vehicles
and other vehicle operating in situations with exposure to
electrical surge.

Aswould be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art after
reading this description, the following are examples and
embodiments of the disclosure and are not limited to operat-
ing in accordance with these examples. Other embodiments
may be utilized and structural changes may be made without
departing from the scope of the exemplary embodiments of
the present disclosure.

Referring more particularly to the drawings, configura-
tions of the disclosure may be described in the context of an
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4

exemplary aircraft manufacturing and service method 100
(method 100) as shown in FIG. 1 and an aircraft 200 as shown
in FIG. 2. During pre-production, the method 100 may com-
prise specification and design 104 of the aircraft 200, and
material procurement 106. During production, component
and subassembly manufacturing 108 (process 108) and sys-
tem integration 110 of the aircraft 200 takes place. Thereafter,
the aircraft 200 may go through certification and delivery 112
in order to be placed in service 114. While in service by a
customer, the aircraft 200 is scheduled for routine mainte-
nance and service 116 (which may also comprise modifica-
tion, reconfiguration, refurbishment, and so on).

Each of the processes of method 100 may be performed or
carried out by a system integrator, a third party, and/or an
operator (e.g., a customer). For the purposes of this descrip-
tion, a system integrator may comprise, for example but with-
out limitation, any number of aircraft manufacturers and
major-system subcontractors; a third party may comprise, for
example but without limitation, any number of vendors, sub-
contractors, and suppliers; and an operator may comprise, for
example but without limitation, an airline, leasing company,
military entity, service organization; and the like.

As shown in FIG. 2, the aircraft 200 produced by the
method 100 may comprise an airframe 218 with a plurality of
systems 220 and an interior 222. Examples of high-level
systems of the systems 220 comprise one or more of a pro-
pulsion system 224, an electrical system 226, a hydraulic
system 228, an environmental control system 230, and a surge
protection system 232. Any number of other systems may
also be included. Although an aerospace example is shown,
the configurations of the disclosure may be applied to other
industries.

Apparatus and methods configured herein may be
employed during any one or more of the stages of the method
100. For example, components or subassemblies correspond-
ing to production process 108 may be fabricated or manufac-
tured in a manner similar to components or subassemblies
produced while the aircraft 200 is in service. In addition, one
ormore apparatus configurations, method configurations, or a
combination thereof may be utilized during production pro-
cesses 108 and 110, for example, by substantially expediting
assembly of or reducing the cost of an aircraft 200. Similarly,
one or more of apparatus configurations, method configura-
tions, or a combination thereof may be utilized while the
aircraft 200 is in service, for example and without limitation,
to maintenance and service 116.

Embodiments provide a system allowing airplane systems
to perform their intended function when exposed to electro-
magnetic threats. In composite airplane, the voltage and cur-
rent lightning threat levels have increased compared to those
of'an aluminum airplane.

Existing systems use Transient Voltage Suppression (TVS)
devices, such as transorbs, zeners, etc., throughout an air-
plane electrical installation for protection against lightning
and electromagnetic pulses. These TVS devices are used to
direct unwanted energy away from sensitive electrical or elec-
tronic components. Part of a problem with the existing sys-
tems is that there is no indication scheme of when these TVS
devices start to degrade or fail, often resulting in sensitive
electrical/electronic components becoming non-optimal.
Also, some of the power system wiring required either cop-
per-mesh shielding wrapped as a contiguous over-sleeve
around whole length of existing wire-harness increasing the
weight of the aircraft.

Embodiments provide a system comprising a health moni-
toring system for new types of TVS devices such as varistors
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to indicate when the devices have either failed shorted, failed
opened, or degraded upon their usefulness.

In this manner, embodiments use varistors devices as the
TVS component between a 230 and 115 alternating current
voltage (V) lines to neutral combined with a monitoring
electronic circuit to provide a surge protection system (SPS)
that can annunciate the health of the varistors devices as
explained in more detail below.

FIGS. 3 and 4 are illustrations of scenarios 300 and 400
showing how a lightning strike 302 may effect electrical
systems on the aircraft 200. The lightning strike 302 may
contact and travel through the aircraft 200 (e.g., along a
fuselage, a wing, a pylon, an engine, a rib, etc.) and leave as
shown by exiting lightning strike 308. The lightning strike
302 may generate a magnetic flux ¢ 304 that generates light-
ening current flow 306 in the aircraft 200. The magnetic flux
¢ 304 can interact with interconnecting cables of the aircraft
200 electrical systems 226. Lightning effects may penetrate
aircraft 200 electrical systems 226 due to any external con-
nections such as hydraulic tubes, air-data sensors, antennas
and electrical cables from the engines to the internal electrical
wiring bay. These effects can cause high-voltage spikes, fre-
quently exceeding 1200 Volt (V) in signal wires connected to
low-voltage electronics. Also, these effects can cause high-
current surges in low-impedance power wiring, sufficient to
disrupt the sensors of protection circuits and cause power
malfunctions; in some cases these current surges look like a;
temporary over-current faults and can cause control contac-
tors to trip off-line.

Some configurations provide a surge protection system to
protect sensitive electrical/electronic components from
direct-attachment and indirect-induced effects of lightning.
The surge protection system described herein provides cus-
tomized varistors that can provide high impedance during
normal operation and be able to direct energy pulses away
from sensitive electrical/electronic components. High imped-
ance may comprise, for example but without limitation, a
substantially isolating impedance, an impedance that sub-
stantially isolates a power line 514 (FIG. 7) from a surge
grounding line 512 (FIG. 7), an impedance that substantially
isolates a first electrical node (e.g., the power line 514 or a
middle node 710 (FIG. 7)) from a second electrical node (e.g.,
the middle node 710 or the surge grounding line 512), or other
suitable high impedance. The high impedance in a Metal
Oxide Varistor (MOV) may comprise, for example but with-
out limitation, an about 100 mega Ohm resistance, or other
suitable impedance. Additionally, the surge protection system
provides capability to monitor health of the varistors. By
having a monitoring electronic circuit possibility of causing
anomaly to sensitive electrical/electronic components after
the varistors have degraded or failed is reduced. A varistor
that is degraded or failed may comprise, for example but
without limitation, a varistor comprising an open circuit, a
varistor comprising a short circuit, or other reduced function-
ality.

FIG. 5 is an illustration of a functional block diagram of a
surge protector system (SPS) 500 according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure. The SPS 500 may comprise: a tran-
sient voltage suppression (TVS) circuit 502 (surge protection
module 502), an electrical monitoring circuit 504 (fault detec-
tion circuit 504), a signal smoothing circuit 506, a fault indi-
cation circuit 508, an alternate current (AC) power and volt-
age reference circuit 510, and a power supply 522.

The SPS 500 monitors the AC power between the AC
power line 514 and surge grounding line 512. When an exces-
sive energy level event occurs, the system 500 prevents
anomaly to airplane sensitive electrical/electronic compo-
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nents. [fthe components of the SPS 500 become non-optimal
during the high energy level event, then fault data 516 may be
sent out to a computing hardware (not shown) indicating a
fault. The SPS 500 works with 115 Volt and 230 Volt AC
power.

The surge protection module 502 is configured to directly
send a health monitoring voltage such as a tap voltage V, 518
to the fault detection circuit 504. The surge protection module
502 may comprise two varistors 720/722 (FIG. 7) connected
in series between a single AC power line 514 and the surge
grounding line 512 as shown in FIG. 7. The system 500 may
however house, for example but without limitation, two, four,
six, or any number of varistors to meet energy levels required
for airplane installation.

The fault detection circuit 504 is configured to receive the
tap voltage V, 518 from the surge protection module 502. If
the tap voltage V, 518 is out of its tolerance range, short
circuited, or open circuited, the electrical monitoring circuit
504 will report a fault. The fault detection circuit 504 receives
its power from the power supply 522 via an AC input 520. The
fault detection circuit 504 also provides indication when
power is removed.

The signal smoothing circuit 506 is configured to smooth
the signal from the fault detection circuit 504 and send the
smoothed signal to the fault indication circuit 508.

The fault indication circuit 508 provides an indication for
faults to a computing equipment via the fault data 516 if a
fault occurs.

The AC power and voltage reference circuit 510 is config-
ured to provide a reference voltage.

The power supply 522 is configured to provide power to the
fault detection circuit 504 and the fault indication circuit S08.

FIG. 6 is an illustration of a radial disc varistor 600 that can
be used in the TVS circuit 502 in the SPS 500 system of FI1G.
5. An outside layer 602 may be formed from, for example but
without limitation, ceramic material, or other material. Elec-
trode plates 604 comprising connecting leads 606 may be
formed, for example but without limitation, from conductive
zinc oxide grains doped with bismuth, cobalt, manganese,
and other metal oxides.

A commonly used varistor is known as a Metal Oxide
Varistor (MOV). Operation of the MOV is substantially based
upon its composition and structure. The MOV contains a
ceramic mass of zinc oxide grains in a matrix form of other
metal oxides (such as small amounts of bismuth, cobalt, &
manganese) sandwiched between two metal plates called
electrodes. The boundary between each small grain and its
neighbor forms a diode junction element. These boundaries
only allow current to flow in one direction. The orientation of
the grains in the MOV material between the two metal elec-
trode plates such as the electrode plates 604 is electrically
equivalent to a network of back-to-back diode pairs, each pair
in parallel with many other pairs.

Ifthe applied voltage across the electrode plates 604 is less
than the voltage required to break down the granular diode
junction in the MOV material, then a small amount of leakage
current (similar to diode junction reverse leakage current)
will flow through the ceramic mass of the MOV. When the
applied voltage across the electrode plates becomes large
enough to be in the breakdown region of the MOV material, a
large amount of current will flow through the ceramic mass of
the MOV. The breakdown voltage region of the MOV mate-
rial is defined on the manufacturer specification sheets as the
minimum (Vnom_min) and maximum (Vnom_max) nomi-
nal voltages.

The performance of the MOV is non-linear voltage/current
attributes in nature, where the MOV has high resistance at low
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voltages and low resistance at high voltages. The MOV will
shunt uncontrolled current created by high voltages away
from sensitive power electronic components. A conductive
medium in the MOV regains its diode junction characteristic
in absence of a high voltage across the electrode plates 604,
resuming a normal operation of providing operational voltage
and current to the sensitive electrical or electronic compo-
nent.

A customized varistor package to operate in a commercial
airplane AC power environment is provide herein. A set of
clamping voltage level requirements for varistors 720/722 to
be used on commercial airplane’s 115V and 230V AC power
systems are provided. When a transient voltage spike exceeds
a threshold level of varistors 720/722, these devices will
instantaneously clamp (short circuited), directing the energy
away from sensitive airplane electronic components. Once
the energy threat is not present, the resistance of the varistors
720/722 will slowly return to a high impedance state.

FIG. 7 is an illustration of surge protection circuit 700/502
showing two surge protection modules 702 and 704 each
comprising two varistor modules 706 and 708 (MOV mod-
ules 706 and 708) according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure. The varistor modules 706 and 708 are connected in
series between a single AC power line 514 and the surge
grounding line 512.

The center tap point 710 (middle node 710) indicates the
tap voltage V, 518, which is the monitoring point for the
health of the varistor modules 706 and 708 of the surge
protection circuit 502 (FIG. 5). The tap voltage V, 518 is fed
directly to the fault detection circuit 504. If any of these two
varistor modules 706 and 708 is out of its tolerance range,
short circuited, or open circuited, the fault detection circuit
504 will report a non-optimality in the surge protection circuit
502. Each varistor module 706 and 708 is able to absorb at
least 250 Joules of energy during high voltage spikes. Since
there are two of these components connected in series, the
total energy absorption during high voltage spikes will be
more than 500 Joules.

The surge protection module 702/704 is configured to
couple to the AC power line 514 and a surge grounding line
512.

The varistor module 706 comprises the varistor 720 and is
configured to couple to the AC power line 514 and the middle
node 710.

The varistor 720 is configured to provide high impedance
between the AC power line 514 and the middle node 710 if a
voltage across the varistor 720 from the AC power line 514 to
the middle node 710 is below a first voltage threshold. The
varistor 720 absorbs a surge current 716 (unwanted surge of
electrical energy 716) from the AC power line 514 if the
voltage across the varistor 720 from the AC power line 514 to
the middle node 710 is above the first voltage threshold. The
first voltage threshold may comprise, for example but without
limitation, about 190 Volts rms (about 270 Volts peak) for a
115 VAC rms power line, about 325 Volts rms (about 425
Volts peak) for a 230 VAC rms power line, or other voltage
threshold.

The varistor module 708 comprises the varistor 722 and is
configured to couple to the middle node 710 and the surge
grounding line 512.

The varistor 722 provides a high impedance between the
middle node 710 and the surge grounding line 512 if the
varistor 722 voltage from the middle node 710 to the surge
grounding line 512 is below a second voltage threshold. The
varistor 722 absorbs the surge current 716 from the AC power
line 514 if the varistor 722 voltage is above the second voltage
threshold. The second voltage threshold may comprise, for
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example but without limitation, about 190 Volts rms (about
270 Volts peak) fora 115 VAC rms power line, about 325 Volts
rms (about 425 Volts peak) for a 230 VAC rms power line, or
other voltage threshold.

The varistor module 706 and the varistor module 708 each
further comprise a fuse 724 in series with the varistor 720 and
the varistor 722 respectively. The fuse 724 comprises a higher
breakdown voltage than the varistor 720 and the varistor 722.
The fuse 724 in the varistor module 706 may be referred to as
a first fuse 724 and the fuse 724 in the varistor module 708
may be referred to as a second fuse 724.

The fault detection circuit 504 is configured to indicate a
fault in the at least one surge protection module 702/704
based on the tap voltage V , 518 on the middle node 710. The
fault detection circuit 504 indicates a fault in the varistor
module 706 if the tap voltage 518 approaches a voltage of the
surge grounding line 512, and the varistor module 708 if the
tap voltage 518 approaches a voltage of the AC power line
514.

FIG. 8 is an illustration of an exemplary flowchart showing
a process 800 for configuring a fault-tolerant self-indicating
surge protection system according to an embodiment of the
disclosure. The various tasks performed in connection with
process 800 may be performed by software, hardware, firm-
ware, computer-readable software, computer readable stor-
age medium, a computer-readable medium comprising com-
puter executable instructions for performing the process
method, mechanically, or any combination thereof. The pro-
cess 800 may be recorded in a computer-readable medium
such as a semiconductor memory, a magnetic disk, an optical
disk, and the like, and can be accessed and executed, for
example, by a computer CPU comprising hardware and soft-
ware such as a processor module in which a computer-read-
able medium is stored.

For illustrative purposes, the following description of pro-
cess 800 may refer to elements mentioned above in connec-
tion with FIGS. 5-7. In some embodiments, portions of the
process 800 may be performed by different elements of the
system 500 such as: the surge protection circuit 502, the fault
detection circuit 504, the signal smoothing circuit 506, the
fault indication circuit 508, the AC power and voltage refer-
ence circuit 510, the power supply 522, the AC power line
514, the surge grounding line 512, the varistors modules 706
and 708, the varistor 720/722, etc. It should be appreciated
that the process 800 may include any number of additional or
alternative tasks, the tasks shown in FIG. 8 need not be per-
formed in the illustrated order, and the process 800 may be
incorporated into a more comprehensive procedure or process
having additional functionality not described in detail herein.
Process 800 may comprise functions, material, and structures
that are similar to the embodiments shown in FIGS. 5-7.
Therefore, common features, functions, and elements may
not be redundantly described here.

Process 800 may begin by configuring a first varistor such
as the first varistor 720 to provide a high impedance between
a power line such as the power line 514 and a middle node
such as the middle node 710 if a first varistor voltage from the
power line 514 to the middle node 710 is below a first voltage
threshold (task 802).

Process 800 may continue by configuring the first varistor
720 to absorb a surge current from the power line 514 if the
first varistor voltage is above the first voltage threshold (task
804).

Process 800 may continue by configuring a second varistor
such as the second varistor 722 to provide a high impedance
between the middle node 710 and a surge grounding line such
as the surge grounding line 512 if a second varistor voltage
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from the middle node 710 to the surge grounding line 512 is
below a second voltage threshold (task 806).

Process 800 may continue by configuring the second varis-
tor 722 to absorb a surge current such as the surge current 716
from the power line 514 if the second varistor voltage is above
the second voltage threshold (task 808).

Process 800 may continue by configuring a first varistor
module such as the first varistor module 706 comprising the
first varistor 720 to couple to the power line 514 and the
middle node 710 (task 810).

Process 800 may continue by configuring a second varistor
module such as the second varistor module 708 comprising
the second varistor 722 to couple to the middle node 710 and
the surge grounding line 512 (task 812).

Process 800 may continue by configuring at least one surge
protection module such as the surge protection module 702/
704 comprising the first varistor module 706 and the second
varistor module 708 to couple to the power line 514 and the
surge grounding line 512 (task 814).

Process 800 may continue by configuring a fault detection
circuit such as the fault detection circuit 504 to indicate a fault
in the at least one surge protection module 702/704 based on
a tap voltage such as the tap voltage 518 on the middle node
710 (task 816). The at least one surge protection module
702/704 may comprise a plurality of surge protection mod-
ules 706/708 providing fault-tolerant redundancy in the surge
protection modules 706/708.

Process 800 may continue by configuring the fault detec-
tion circuit 504 to indicate a fault (first varistor fault) in the
first varistor module if the tap voltage 518 approaches a
voltage of the surge grounding line 512 (task 818).

Process 800 may continue by configuring the fault detec-
tion circuit 504 to indicate a fault (second varistor fault) in the
second varistor module if the tap voltage 518 approaches a
voltage of the power line 514 (task 820).

Process 800 may continue by configuring a first fuse such
as the first fuse 724 in the first varistor module 706 in series
with the first varistor 720 (task 822).

Process 800 may continue by configuring a second fuse
such as the second fuse 724 in the second varistor module 708
in series with the second varistor 722 (task 824).

Process 800 may continue by configuring the first fuse 724
and the second fuse 724 to comprise a higher breakdown
voltage than the first varistor 720 and the second varistor 722
respectively (task 826).

Process 800 may continue by configuring the first varistor
720 and the second varistor 722 to comprise a metal oxide, a
ceramic, or a combination thereof (task 828).

FIG. 9 is an illustration of an exemplary flowchart showing
a process 900 for operating a fault-tolerant self-indicating
surge protection system according to an embodiment of the
disclosure. The various tasks performed in connection with
process 900 may be performed mechanically, by software,
hardware, firmware, computer-readable software, computer
readable storage medium, or any combination thereof. The
process 900 may be recorded in a computer-readable medium
such as a semiconductor memory, a magnetic disk, an optical
disk, and the like, and can be accessed and executed, for
example, by a computer CPU such as a processor module in
which a computer-readable medium is stored.

For illustrative purposes, the following description of pro-
cess 900 may refer to elements mentioned above in connec-
tion with FIGS. 5-7. In some embodiments, portions of the
process 900 may be performed by different elements of the
system 500 such as: the surge protection circuit 502, the fault
detection circuit 504, a signal smoothing circuit 506, a fault
indication circuit 508, an AC power and voltage reference
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circuit 510, and a power supply 522, the AC power line 514,
the surge grounding line 512, varistors modules 706 and 708,
varistor 720/722, etc. It should be appreciated that process
900 may include any number of additional or alternative
tasks, the tasks shown in FIG. 9 need not be performed in the
illustrated order, and the process 900 may be incorporated
into a more comprehensive procedure or process having addi-
tional functionality not described in detail herein.

Process 900 may begin by directing an unwanted surge of
electrical energy such as the unwanted surge of electrical
energy 716 induced by a lightning strike such as the lightning
strike 302 away from a sensitive electrical or electronic com-
ponent (task 902).

Process 900 may continue by directing the unwanted surge
of electrical energy 716 through a plurality of series con-
nected pairs of metal oxide varistors (MOVs) such as MOV
720/722 (task 904). The MOVs 720/722 may comprise a
voltage-sensitive semi-conductor compounds, customized to
a voltage trigger value commensurate with operating at peak
voltages of 134 Volts rms or 268 Volts rms corresponding to
nominal operating voltages of 115 Volts rms or 230 Volts rms
respectively, and an in-body thermal fusible link, packaged in
epoxy alleviating a source of ignition in an event of a MOV
short-circuit.

Process 900 may continue by extracting a voltage signal
such as the voltage signal 518 (tap voltage 518) from a center
tap point such as the center tap point 710 (middle node 710)
between the series connected pairs of MOVs 720/722 (task
906).

Process 900 may continue by monitoring the voltage signal
518 for a health of the MOV's 720/722 (task 908).

Process 900 may continue by providing a high impedance
in an MOV 720/722 among the MOVs 720/722 for a low
voltage across the MOV 720/722 (task 910). The high imped-
ance in the MOV 720/722 may comprise, for example but
without limitation, an about 100 mega Ohm resistance, or
other suitable impedance. The low voltage may comprise, for
example but without limitation, a voltage below about 180V
for a 115V system, a voltage below about 360V for a 230V
system, or other suitable voltage.

Process 900 may continue by providing a low impedance in
the MOV 720/722 and diverting the unwanted surge of elec-
trical energy 716 through the MOV 720/722 in response to a
high voltage across the MOV 720/722 (task 912).

Process 900 may continue by processing the voltage signal
518 to signal a failure of one of the metal oxide varistors
(failed MOV) 720/722 due to a short circuit, an open circuit,
or a degraded functionality (task 914).

Process 900 may continue by providing a fault-tolerant
self-indicating surge protection induced by a lightning capa-
bility on an aircraft such as the aircraft 200 (task 916).

Process 900 may continue by enabling the MOVs 720/722
to operate at peak voltages of 134 Volts rms or 268 Volts rms
corresponding to nominal operating voltages of 115 Volts rms
or 230 Volts rms respectively (task 918).

Process 900 may continue by providing for a surge protec-
tion of dissipating up to 5000 joules of energy during a high
voltage spikes in a surge protection system comprising a pair
or multiple pairs of the MOVs 720/722 (task 920).

In this manner, embodiments of the disclosure provide a
fault-tolerant self-indicating surge protector system that pro-
tects against surges and in indicates internal faults such as
blown varistors.

While at least one example configuration has been pre-
sented in the foregoing detailed description, it should be
appreciated that a vast number of variations exist. It should
also be appreciated that the example configuration or con-
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figurations described herein are not intended to limit the
scope, applicability, or configuration of the subject matter in
any way. Rather, the foregoing detailed description will pro-
vide those skilled in the art with a convenient road map for
implementing the described configuration or configurations.
It should be understood that various changes can be made in
the function and arrangement of elements without departing
from the scope defined by the claims, which includes known
equivalents and foreseeable equivalents at the time of filing
this patent application.

The above description refers to elements or nodes or fea-
tures being “connected” or “coupled” together. As used
herein, unless expressly stated otherwise, “connected” should
be interpreted to mean that one element/node/feature is
directly joined to (or directly communicates with) another
element/node/feature, and not necessarily mechanically.
Likewise, unless expressly stated otherwise, “coupled”
should be interpreted to mean that one element/node/feature
is directly or indirectly joined to (or directly or indirectly
communicates with) another element/node/feature, and not
necessarily mechanically. Thus, although FIGS. 5 and 7
depict example arrangements of elements, additional inter-
vening elements, devices, features, or components may be
present in a configuration of the disclosure.

Terms and phrases used in this document, and variations
thereof, unless otherwise expressly stated, should be con-
strued as open ended as opposed to limiting. As examples of
the foregoing: the term “including” should be read as mean-
ing “including, without limitation” or the like; the term
“example” is used to provide exemplary instances of the item
in discussion, not an exhaustive or limiting list thereof; and
adjectives such as “conventional,” “traditional,” “normal,”
“standard,” “known” and terms of similar meaning should not
be construed as limiting the item described to a given time
period or to an item available as of a given time, but instead
should be read to encompass conventional, traditional, nor-
mal, or standard technologies that may be available or known
now or at any time in the future.

Likewise, a group of items linked with the conjunction
“and” should not be read as requiring that each and every one
of'those items be present in the grouping, but rather should be
read as “and/or” unless expressly stated otherwise. Similarly,
a group of items linked with the conjunction “or” should not
be read as requiring mutual exclusivity among that group, but
rather should also be read as “and/or” unless expressly stated
otherwise.

Furthermore, although items, elements or components of
the disclosure may be described or claimed in the singular, the
plural is contemplated to be within the scope thereof unless
limitation to the singular is explicitly stated. The presence of
broadening words and phrases such as “one or more,” “at
least,” “but not limited to” or other like phrases shall not be
read to mean that the narrower case is intended or required in
instances where such broadening phrases may be absent.

The term “about” when referring to a numerical value or
range is intended to encompass values resulting from experi-
mental error that can occur when taking measurements.

As used herein, unless expressly stated otherwise, “oper-
able” means able to be used, fit or ready for use or service,
usable for a specific purpose, and capable of performing a
recited or desired function described herein. In relation to
systems and devices, the term “operable” means the system
and/or the device is fully functional and calibrated, comprises
elements for, and meets applicable operability requirements
to perform a recited function when activated. In relation to
systems and circuits, the term “operable” means the system
and/or the circuit is fully functional and calibrated, comprises
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logic for, and meets applicable operability requirements to
perform a recited function when activated.
The invention claimed is:
1. A fault-tolerant self-indicating surge protector system,
the system comprising:
at least one surge protection module configured to couple
to a power line and a surge grounding line to direct an
unwanted surge of electrical energy induced by a light-
ning strike away from a sensitive electrical or electronic
component in an aircraft to protect the aircraft from the
lighting strike, comprising:
a first varistor module configured to couple to the power
line and a middle node, and comprising a first varistor
configured to:
provide a firsthigh impedance between the power line
and the middle node if a first varistor voltage from
the power line to the middle node is below a first
voltage threshold, wherein the first voltage thresh-
old is greater than a peak voltage level of the power
line; and

absorb a surge current from the power line if the first
varistor voltage is above the first voltage threshold;
and
a second varistor module configured to couple to the
middle node and the surge grounding line, and com-
prising a second varistor configured to:
provide a second high impedance between the middle
node and the surge grounding line ifa second varis-
tor voltage from the middle node to the surge
grounding line is below a second voltage threshold;
and

absorb the surge current from the power line if the
second varistor voltage is above the second voltage
threshold; and

a fault detection circuit configured to indicate a fault in the

at least one surge protection module based on a tap

voltage on the middle node.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the first varistor module
and the second varistor module each further comprise a fuse
in series with the first varistor and the second varistor respec-
tively.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the fuse comprises a
higher breakdown voltage than the first varistor and the sec-
ond varistor.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the fault detection circuit
indicates a fault in:

the first varistor module if the tap voltage approaches a first

voltage of the surge grounding line; and

the second varistor module if the tap voltage approaches a

second voltage of the power line.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the first varistor and the
second varistor comprise a metal oxide, a ceramic, or a com-
bination thereof.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one surge
protection module comprises a plurality of surge protection
modules providing fault-tolerant redundancy in the surge pro-
tection modules.

7. A method for configuring a fault-tolerant self-indicating
surge protection system, the method comprising:

configuring a first varistor to provide a first high impedance

between a power line in an aircraft and a middle node if

a first varistor voltage from the power line to the middle

node is below a first voltage threshold, wherein the first

voltage threshold is greater than a peak voltage level of
the power line;

configuring the first varistor to absorb a surge current from

a lightning strike on the aircraft on the power line if the
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first varistor voltage is above the first voltage threshold
to direct an unwanted surge of electrical energy induced
by the lightning strike away from a sensitive electrical or
electronic component in the aircraft to protect the air-
craft from the lighting strike;
configuring a second varistor to provide a second high
impedance between the middle node and a surge
grounding line in the aircraft if a second varistor voltage
from the middle node to the surge grounding line is
below a second voltage threshold;
configuring the second varistor to absorb the surge current
from the lightning strike on the aircraft on the power line
if the second varistor voltage is above the second voltage
threshold to direct the unwanted surge of electrical
energy induced by the lightning strike away from the
sensitive electrical or electronic component in the air-
craft to protect the aircraft from the lighting strike;

configuring a first varistor module comprising the first
varistor to couple to the power line and the middle node;

configuring a second varistor module comprising the sec-
ond varistor to couple to the middle node and the surge
grounding line;

configuring at least one surge protection module compris-

ing the first varistor module and the second varistor
module to couple to the power line and the surge ground-
ing line; and

configuring a fault detection circuit to indicate a fault in the

at least one surge protection module based on a tap
voltage on the middle node.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

configuring the fault detection circuit to indicate a first

varistor fault in the first varistor module if the tap voltage
approaches a first voltage of the surge grounding line;
and

configuring the fault detection circuit to indicate a second

varistor fault in the second varistor module if the tap
voltage approaches a second voltage of the power line.

9. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

configuring a first fuse in the first varistor module in series

with the first varistor; and

configuring a second fuse in the second varistor module in

series with the second varistor.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising configuring
the first fuse and the second fuse to comprise a higher break-
down voltage than the first varistor and the second varistor
respectively.

11. The method of claim 7, further comprising configuring
the first varistor and the second varistor to comprise a metal
oxide, a ceramic, or a combination thereof.

12. The method of claim 7, further comprising configuring
the at least one surge protection module to comprise a plural-
ity of surge protection modules providing fault-tolerant
redundancy in the surge protection modules.

13. A method for fault-tolerant self-indicating surge pro-
tection induced by lightning, the method comprising:
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directing an unwanted surge of electrical energy induced
by a lightning strike away from a sensitive electrical or
electronic component in an aircraft;

directing the unwanted surge of electrical energy through a

plurality of series connected pairs of metal oxide varis-
tors;

extracting a voltage signal from a center tap point between

the series connected pairs of the metal oxide varistors;
monitoring the voltage signal for a health of the metal
oxide varistors;

providing a high impedance in a metal oxide varistor

among the metal oxide varistors for a low voltage across
the metal oxide varistor; and

providing a low impedance in the metal oxide varistor and

diverting the unwanted surge of electrical energy
through the metal oxide varistor in response to a high
voltage across the metal oxide varistor.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising processing
the voltage signal to signal a failure of one of the metal oxide
varistors due to a short circuit, an open circuit, or a degraded
functionality.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising processing
the voltage signal via the metal oxide varistor comprising:

avoltage-sensitive semi-conductor customized to a voltage

trigger value commensurate with operating at peak volt-
ages of 134 Volts rms or 268 Volts rms corresponding to
nominal operating voltages of 115 Volts rms or 230 Volts
rms respectively; and

an in-body thermal fusible link, packaged in epoxy allevi-

ating a source of ignition in an event of a metal oxide
varistor short-circuit.

16. The method of claim 13, further comprising operating
aconductive medium in the metal oxide varistor configured to
regain its diode junction characteristic in absence of a high
voltage across electrodes, resuming a normal operation of
providing operational voltage and current to the sensitive
electrical or electronic component.

17. The method of claim 13, further comprising inducing
the fault-tolerant self-indicating surge protection by a light-
ning capability on the aircraft.

18. The method of claim 13, further comprising enabling
the metal oxide varistors to operate at peak voltages of 134
Volts rms or 268 Volts rms corresponding to nominal operat-
ing voltages of 115 Volts rms or 230 Volts rms respectively.

19. The method of claim 13, further comprising dissipating
up to 5000 joules of energy during a high voltage spike in a
surge protection system comprising a pair, or multiple pairs,
of the metal oxide varistors.

20. The method of claim 13, further comprising operating
the at least one surge protection module comprising a plural-
ity of surge protection modules providing fault-tolerant
redundancy in the surge protection modules.
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